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FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY 
ADDRESS OF J. STROM THURMOND, GOVERNOR OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
AND STATES RIGHTS DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES, AT ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, OCTOBER 
4, 1948. 
MY FELLOW AMERICANS: 
They tell me that North Carolina is called "the Tar Heel 
State" because of your va~t p~oduction of rosin, turpentine, and 
tar in the coastal plains. That nickname always reminds me of the 
great natural wealth of North Carolina. But my admiration for your 
state, like the admiration of all your good neighbors in South 
Carolina, comes principally from a feeling of close kinship to your 
peopleo 
Today I traveled through a large part of your Common-
wealth. It was my privilege to talk with fellow Americans in 
Charlotte, Gastonia, Hickory, and Hendersonville, as we traveled 
along the way to the picturesque and hospitable city of Ashevilleo 
That trip convinced me of a fact which I had long 
thought to be true. There are many thousands of North Carolinians 
who agree that the foremost problem in America today is the pro-
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tection of our Constitutional rights and the sovereignty of our 
states. 
Back in 1787 the people were faced with a s1mjJar problem. 
At the Constitutional convention in Philadelphia that year, a great 
Jart of the discussion centered around the sovereign rights of the 
states assembled. ·After that meeting, the people of North Carolina -
held their own convention at Hillsboro. By a vote of 184 to 84, 
they refused to ratify the new Constitution because it did not con-
tain a Bill of Rights, and because it provided for such a strong 
central government that your North Carolina forebears were afraid 
that the individual state governments would be sacrificed. 
They insisted that the Constitution be amended so as 
to guarantee the rights of the states, and two years later, North 





Today, we of the States' Rights Democrats are ma.king 
the same kind of fight o We believe that there are forces in this 
nation today which would build a strong centralized government 
that would ultimately des·troy state lines and take local self-
governm.en.t away from the peopleo We have seen those forces gain 
a temporary victory 'by the adoption, in the platforms of three 
Presidential candidates, or the most vicious assault upon Con-
~titutional government in American history. That is why I am in 
North Carolina toni.ghto 
I am here because I believe the people of the State 
of North Caroli.na know their Constitutional rights, and that 
they are ready to fight for them\ 
I belie·ve tha·t when the history of our times is 
written, the historians will say that out of the four candidates 
fo~ President in 1948, three stood tor the strong central govern-
ment--or total i ·tarian state--and that only one stood for the 
kind or government that has made the United States the greatest 
nation. on eart ho 
I t 1.s an amazing :ract--three candidates for President 
today--Harry fruman, Tom Dewey, and ED'enry Wallaoe--have publicly 
advocated platf1orms containing promises which, if they are carried 
out, would take away our basic rights of self-government, and 
centralize power in Washingtono 
The States' Rights Democrats, who place love for country 
above the desire for political power, are patriotic enough to 
recognize that fa.ct, and to make a fight to ir eserve the basic 
liberties of our people. 
Our opp·onents, who are so well skilled in the art of 
deception, have thr~#ll the weight of their propaganda against uso 
They are spreading abroad the lie that we are opposed to human 
rights and the progress of all raceso They are publicizing the 





It has always been through this kind of deception that 
the totalitarian state has won its victories throughout the worldo 
The programs of Hitler, of Stalin, of Mussolini, and of all tyrants 
and dictators have always been disguised with false claims. Men 
of good will who have nothing but love in their hearts for humanity 
are often deceived by clever doctrines that make use of the catch-
phrases of human welfare. 
The so-called "Civil Rights• program of Truman, Dewey, 
- - -
a ·~d Wallace is full of the same kind of deception that prostrated 
Europe, and that is s~read~g out of Russia today into every corner 
of the worldo These three c~didates--either out of ignorance 
or out of malicious intent--have become the political agents or a 
kind of doctrine which would violat~ the Constitutional basis of - . 
our democracy and convert America into a total state. 
All good Americans favor human rights. But thoughtful 
Americans know that the United States Constitution is the only 
real guarantee of human rightso Without the Constitutional pre-
cepts of local self-government and home rule, human rights will .... 
be subject to the destructive assault of the dictators. 
The unconstitutional program of the three Philadelphia 
conventions was adopted in an effort to bid for the votes of small 
but powerful minority groups in doubtful states. Leaders of those 
minorities demanded and got the Civil Bights doctrine. Those 
leaders have told the~r ignorant followers that they would gain 
their human rights because of ito 
' 
To anyone who has studied the growth of Hitlerism 
and Stalinism, these ~laims are like high treason. Recent history 
has made clear that dictators rise to p.ower by crushing the minorities. 
Let me say now to the people of those minority groups, 
that if the United States Constitution is not preserved to the 
letter, the minorities of this country will be the first to 
suffer • . • 
It is not an accident that the people cC the United 
States have escaped tyranny thus far. The men who wrote our Con-
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stitution knew th~ danger of tyrannyo They knew that a strong 
central government in a country so vast as ours would inevitably 
result in tyrannyo When they wrote the Constitution, they held 
the sources of power close to~ peopleo This they did by 
reserving most of the rights of government to the states and to 
the ~ities and countieso 
The Jlisnamed Civil Rights proposals endorsed by 
T~n9 Dewey 9 and Wallace would overturn all constitutional 
p7ecedents t io dat eon the division of sovereignty between the 
states and the Federal Governmento They would distort or 
ignore plain and positive provisions of the Constitution pro-
hibiting such legislationo _, _ -
The StatestRights Democrats do not claim that the 
enac tment of those proposals would immediately convert America 
into a police state o But we do maintain that they would open 
t he doors to dictatorship so wide that no protection would 
remain against the rise of a dietatoro 
We maintain_9 in_ addition, that the Civil Rights 
proposals would make r adical changes in the American way of life 9 
which ~an only lead to violence, lawlessness, and widespread 
racial dis~ordo We maintain that such a program would be a 
stunning blow to a Southland which has now virtually attained 
its goal of e ,~onomic equality with the re st of the nationo 
Let us examine briefly the effect these proposals 
would have upon our American way of lifeo 
The Anti~Poll Tax Bill would lead to federal control 
of eleetions 9 by usurping the right of a state to establish 
voting qualifi~atiOI1$0 
The Anti~Lynching Bill would usurp the functions 
of the state legislatures and of the state courts in dealing 
wi th crimes occurring within the states. 
The AntieSegregation proposals would interfere 





The FoEoPoCo bill~ the most vicious of the lot~ would 
assume the right to regulate private businesses and private 
employment within the stateso 
And finally~ _the Civil Rights recommendations would 
~reate a national police force that would invade the functions 
or state~ county 9 ~ity and town policemen~ and of duly elected 
sheriff s o 
It is ha~e to b~lieve that such a vile, Communistic 
p:· ogram ~ould ever be enacted in America. But you have seen 
h~w very close the Congress has come to passing ito And you 
have seen the minority factions force Truman, Dewey, and Wallace 
t o promise that it will be enac tedo 
I defy those faetions 9 I am dedicated to the belief 
that the American people are going to stop that evil program$ 
and stop it in this electionl 
My friends ~ the entire world is alarmed today over 
the prospect that we may be plunged into another warD Our 
alarm is based on the gr eedy bid for power being made by 
a totalitarian state-Soviet Russiao 
We are ala~ed because the boss of that state, Joseph 
Stalin~ has shown every indication that he hopes to spread 
his ~ontrol into every corner of the world until his iron grip 
is fastened on people everywhereo 
And yet Mr o Truman;i Mro Dewey~ and Mro Wallace have 
all three endorsed a piece of legislation which is almost exactly 
l ike a l aw .,.nitten by Stalin in 1920-an employment law which 
served him as a stepping stone to powere 
What are the implications of their Fair Employment 
Practice s Act==the FoEoPoCo? It purpcarts to guarantee fair 
treatment in employment o Actually~ it takes away the right 
of a business man to use his own judgment in employing the kind 
of people he needso And it takes away the right of a working 
I 
man to choose a job in which he may asro ciate with the people 
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of his choi c:e o 
To t hose who scoff at such statements--to those 
who do not beli eve the FoEoPoCo would take away such rights--
·1t 
let me point out that/even dest roys the right of trial by jury, 
to t hose who do not complyo Under i t , the FEPC would act as 
ir osecut or s j udge~ and j uryo It would receive complaints, 
investigate complaints 9 assist t hose who complain , seize a 
business man.cs r ecords t o compi le evidence 1 and pass judgment 
on t he merits of i t s own caseo Those who disobey that judgment 
woU.:d. be fined or clapped i n j ai lo 
Now~ a word t o t hos e who work in textile mills and 
:tndus t r i al plant s i n the Southo The goods you make move in 
interst ate commerce o Under t he FEPC, the Federal Police 
will move in and require your employers to abandon all forms 
of segregation in your mills ~ replacing white workers with 
colored workers to carry out i ts racial quota systemo The 
FEPC would for ce t extile empl oyers to put the races side by 
side in our plants 9 using t he same rest rooms , the same 
eat ing pl aces ~ and t he same r ecreational facilitieso 
And a word t o those who have become alarmed over 
t he gains made by Communist spi e s in our governmento Did you 
know 9 that the FEPC law could be used by the Communists to 
put t he!r agents into every tool and di e r oom, every munitions 
plant 9 and every atomi1~ l aboratory in America? That is why t he 
Communistic el ements of this country ar e so eager to endor se 
t his prcgr amo 
This pr oposal would delight ever y Communi st in this 
countryo And ye t we have t he word of Presi dent Truman , that 
he is already t raining a federal pol ice force in the Justice 
Depart ment 9 to enf'orce it when it becomes the law. 
,But ~ ladi~s and gentlemen, the States' Rights 
Democra t s are t el~i ng the world~ tha t thi s proposal is a f oreign 




(DJf' his choice () 
To those who scoff at such statements--to those 
who do not believe the FoEoPoCo would take away such rights== 
-1t 
let me point out that/even destroys the right of trial by jury, 
to those who do not complyo Under it~ the FEPC would act as 
p:- osecutor~ judge~ and juryo It would receive complaints, 
investigate complaints 9 assist those who complain 7 seize a 
business mants r ecords t o compile evidence~ and pass judgment 
o~ t he merits of its own case$ Those who disobey that judgment 
wo-u:·i be fined or clapped in j ailo 
Now 9 a word to those who work in textile mills and 
i ndustrial plants in the Sout ho The goods you make move in 
i nterstate commerceo Under the FEPC, the Federal Police 
wi ll move in and require your employers to abandon all forms 
~f segregation in your mills 9 replacing white workers with 
colored workers t o carry out its racial quota systemo The 
FEPC would force textile employers to put the races side by 
si de in our plants 9 using the same rest rooms, the same 
eating places ~ and the same recreational facilitieso 
And a word to those who have become alarmed over 
the gains made by Communist spies in our governmento Did you 
know 9 that the FEPC law could be used by the Communists to 
put thei r agents into every tool and die room~ every munitions 
plant 9 and every atomi~ laboratory in America~ That is why the 
Communi stic elements of this country are so eager to endorse 
this progr a.mo 
This proposal would delight every Communist in this 
coun.tryo And yet we have the word of President Truman, that 
he is already training a federal police force in the Justice 
Department~ to enforce it when it becomes the law. 
But-9 ladi(es and gentlemen~ the States' Rights 
DemQ<f'.!;rats are t~111pg the world~ that this proposal is a r ·oreign 
doctrines and that it will not work in a free America! 
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Whatever the rest of the nation may do, the Southern 
St ates will stand firm against the un-American platforms of the 
Philadelphia ~onventionso Because we are united agaihst them~ 
the Philadelphia candi dates are holding us up to scorno 
Some of them are now invading the South with their 
vicious attacks upon the traditions of our people .. One of them 
has recently spoken in t his very city. 
But it is not a compliment to the political sagacity 
of our opponents tha t they are willing to send Senator Barkley 
to lecture us on our shortcomingso His long record of voting 
aga:lnst the wishes of our Southern Senators makes it astounding 
that Barkley has threatened our people with political disaster 
if they do not vote for himo 
This Senator not only voted for the FEPC, but he 
favored the clotur~, which would have destroyed the only weapon 
our Senators had of preventing the passage of these force billso 
Back in 1942~ when the Southern Senators 11played 
hookey~ to keep from (~ )nsidering the poll-tax bill, Barkley used 
his power as Democratic Maj ority Leader to bring them ino IEe 
sent the Sergeant-At-Arms of the Senate out to place seven of 
our SoutheT>n Senators under "arrest" and forced them to consider 
the measureo 
It is amazing to behold such a man invading North 
Carolina.to le c ture you because you would not support Al Smith 
~n 1928~ and to threaten you with political reprisals if you do 
not support Pre~~dBnt Trumano 
Another recent visitor to North Carolina 9 Henry Wallace, 
came here to make h~mself look like a hero. His conduct was not 
exactly consistent with the many visits he paid you as Secretary 
of Agriculture and as Vice Presidento Then he was willing to eat 
in your best restaurant s and stay in your best hotelso I ask you 
to recall a singl~ occasion in those days when Henry Wallace opened 
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Of course noto It was only after he began competing 
with Truman and Dewey for the minority vote that he took a 
sudden notion to make himself a hero by defy:ing our lawso 
This only goes to show to what extent some people will go to 
secure a small bloc of votes in certain big-city stateso 
But I say to them 9 that the people of the South are 
not going to violate their traditions and change all their cus-
tomss in order to help any man get elected£ 
While WalJa ce was in the South~ he unfortunately 
became the target for a few well-aimed articles of foodo We 
cannot condone that kind of political activityo But did you 
know 9 that while eggs and tomatoes were being thrown at Wall&)Ce 
in this state~ stones were being thrown at one of his Progressive 
Party speakers in Illinoiso 
You didnit read about that in the newspapers and news 
magazines 9 did youo N."orth Carolina was condemned on the front 
pages 9 but no one heardabout the stones being hurled at a 
Wallai~e speaker in Illinoiso 
The right of freedom of speech must be protectedo 
But let me point out that our people also have a right to fair 
and equal .. treatment in the press~ and that the people of one 
state should not be singled out and condemned for incidents 
which may occur anywhereo 
As a matter of fact 9 I sincerely believe the people· 
of Illinois and the people of North Carolina are both determined 
that the Constitutional right of free speech must be protectedo 
And I believe 9 that out of the campaign of the States' 
Rights Democrats will come a better understanding among all our 
states 9 and a greater devotion to the kind of Constitutional 
government that binds us in a free and democratic uniono 
It is my pleasure to report that the Statesu Rights 
Democratic movement is spreading like wildfireo We have a chance 
to gain more than 100 electoral votes 9 and to cause the election 
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to be thrown into the House of Representatives, where our chances 
are gobd. 
Failing that, we will certainly purify the great 
Democratic Party and restore it to its historic devotion to 
c.onstitutional self-governmentl.> In 1952, there will be no 
foreign ide©logies invading the Democratic platform, .and there 
will. be a rededication to the principle of states• rightso 
And, without fail, we shall stop the misnamed Civil 
Rights proposals of Dewey, Truman, and Wallace, and prevent 
th e invasion of local self-government which they would cause. 
We invite the people of North Carolina to join with 
us in this fight to preserve our customs and: to maintain our 
form of government. 
You cannot be opposed to Tom Deweycs appeasement of 
the vicious minorities and still vote for Deweyo You cannot 
• 
be opposed to Henry Wallace's kind or Communism and still vote 
for Wallaceo You cannot oppose Harry Truman's F~E.P.CQ by 
voti ng for Truman. 
There is only one way in which you can voice your 
opposition to these .vicious foreign proposals, and that is by 
joining the States' Rights Democrats. 
The way is clear~ The road lies straight ahead. Let 
us march upward together toward that day when America shall hold 
forever secure the blessings or liberty, to ourselves and to our 
posterity~ 
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